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REBOOT TO RESET: ON INDIA-U.S. TRADE TIES 
With Indo-U.S. trade deal off, it is time India reorients its global economic engagement 

 India’s largest trading partner, and one with whom it has a significant trade surplus, the U.S., is no longer 

interested in securing a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA), as per indications from the Joe Biden administration. 

An official acknowledgement of this, from Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, suggests that years of negotiations 

towards a ‘mini-trade deal’ followed by a full-blown trade pact that Mr. Biden’s predecessor oversaw may well be 

infructuous now. The Government will now seek to work on market access issues on both sides, he said, adding 

that lowering of non-tariff barriers, mutual recognition pacts and adopting common quality standards can also help 

Indian exports in the interim. There is a possibility that even these issues, which include long-festering dissonances 

over providing access to U.S. agricultural products or easing import duties on automobiles and Bourbons, would 

have to be discussed afresh. On Friday, the U.S. envoy to India met Mr. Goyal for what he said was a parley on 

attaining the $500 billion bilateral trade vision of the U.S. President. The trade target, set when Mr. Biden was the 

Vice-President in the Barack Obama regime, remains unchanged, but the tools for achieving it are no longer clear. 

India was pulled out of the U.S.’s Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) that granted some tariff relief to its 

exports by the Trump government in 2019, and hopes of its reinduction through a mini-trade deal now appear 

bleak. While India was expected to gain from the Sino-U.S. trade wars under the Donald Trump administration, its 

retaliation to the GSP status revocation with hiked tariffs on U.S. products had led to frictions that perhaps stymied 

the conclusion of a mini-trade deal before the change at the helm in the White House. 

 The U.S.’s no-go stance on the FTA implies ambitions may have to be pared down but also provides an 

opportunity for India to holistically review its stance on global trade. It is refreshing that Mr. Goyal has signalled a 

revamped approach towards FTAs and reminded Indian industry there cannot be one-way traffic. This needs to be 

matched by actions that start unwinding India’s creeping walls of import tariffs. The Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign 

has further exacerbated that view — as the advent of a protectionist ‘closed market’ project. Strenuous 

exhortations that the self-reliance drive is one that seeks to integrate with global value chains can only go so far. 

Trade policy cannot be perpetuated in isolation and, in fact, affects investments too. Having walked out of RCEP, 

India needs to demonstrate to its potential FTA partners, including the EU and the U.K., with which rivals like 

Vietnam have already sealed a deal, that it is a viable alternative to China in a post-COVID world. To be a major 

trading and manufacturing nation, India can ill-afford to keep sending mixed signals. 

 

 reboot (verb) – restart, reintroduce, restore. 

 reset (verb) – re-establish (ties). 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 off (adjective) – cancelled, called off, abandoned, 

shelved. 

 reorient (verb) – change the focus on. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 trade surplus (noun) – it occurs when the value of a 

country’s exports exceeds that of its imports. 

 secure (verb) – confirm, establish, ensure, assure. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 free trade (noun) – a policy to eliminate 

barriers/limits/regulations against imports and 

exports. 

 free trade agreement (FTA) (noun) – a treaty/pact 

between two or more countries to facilitate trade 

and eliminate trade barriers. 

 acknowledgement (noun) – acceptance, admission, 

realization. 

 negotiation (noun) – discussions, talks, 

deliberation; discussing the terms of, arrangement. 

 full-blown (adjective) – fully developed, full-scale, 

full-blooded, fully-fledged, complete, thorough. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the post; 

forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 oversee (verb) – supervise, be in charge of, be 

responsible for, look after, keep an eye on, inspect. 

 infructuous (adjective) – pointless or unnecessary. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 

 non-tariff barriers (noun) – it refer to any 

measures, other than customs tariffs, that regulate 

imports or exports into a country. Non-tariff 

barriers include embargoes, sanctions, and levies. 

 interim (adverb) – meanwhile. 

 long-festering (adjective) – (of a problem/ 

disagreement) becoming worse; becoming intense 

for a long time. 

 dissonance (noun) – incongruity, disagreement, 

disparity, discrepancy, contradiction. 

 bourbon (noun) – a kind of American whisky (luxury 

spirits). 
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 envoy (noun) – diplomat, consul, ambassador. 

 parley (noun) – negotiation, talk/dialogue, 

discussion. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 pull out (phrasal verb) – withdraw, retreat, draw 

back, disengage, fall back. 

 Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) (noun) – 

The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a 

U.S. trade program designed to promote economic 

growth in the developing world by providing 

preferential duty-free entry for thousands of 

products from 129 designated beneficiary countries 

and territories. 

 bleak (adjective) – unpromising, unfavourable, 

disadvantageous; hopeless, dismal, gloomy. 

 trade war/tariff war (noun) – a condition in which a 

country increases tariffs on foreign goods and 

imposes quota restrictions to restrict other 

countries’ trade. 

 retaliation (noun) – revenge, vengeance, counter-

attack. 

 revocation (noun) – cancellation, abandonment, 

calling off. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 friction (noun) – discord, strife, conflict, 

disagreement. 

 stymie (verb) – prevent, stop, hamper, thwart, 

impede, hinder. 

 at the helm (phrase) – in charge, in command/ 

control/authority; in the driving seat. 

 no-go (adjective) – prohibited, forbidden, off limits; 

impossible, hopeless. 

 stance (noun) – position, approach, standpoint. 

 imply (verb) – suggest, hint, intimate. 

 pare down (phrasal verb) – reduce, diminish, 

lessen. 

 holistically (adverb) – comprehensively, totally, 

completely. 

 signal (verb) – indicate, show, express. 

 revamped (adjective) – improved, overhauled, 

refurbished, reformed, restructured. 

 unwind (verb) – undo, ease up. 

 creeping (adjective) – happening, occurring, 

developing gradually. 

 wall (noun – obstacle, barrier, barricade. 

 Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (noun) – A campaign 

for Self-Reliant India. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which seeks 

to influence the decision making progress within a 

specific group. 

 exacerbate (verb) – intensify, increase, heighten, 

aggravate, worsen, compound. 

 advent (noun) – arrival, appearance, emergence, 

occurrence. 

 protectionist (adjective) – relating to the use of 

tariff and non-tariff restrictions on imports to 

protect domestic producers from foreign 

competition. 

 strenuous (adjective) – vigorous, forceful/intense, 

active. 

 exhortation (noun) – a communication/statement 

that forcefully urges someone to do something; 

urging, encouragement, pushing, insistence; call, 

demand, entreaty, appeal. 

 self-reliance (noun) – self-support, self-sustenance, 

self-standing. 

 drive (noun) – campaign, movement, effort, push, 

appeal. 

 global value chains (GVC) (noun) – International 

production, trade and investments are increasingly 

organised within so-called global value chains 

(GVCs) where the different stages of the production 

process are located across different countries. (also 

known as the global supply chain). 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up to 

this point. 

 perpetuate (verb) – cause to continue something 

indefinitely, particularly a bad situation, an 

attitude/idea/belief, etc; keep going, keep in 

existence, extend/prolong. 

 in isolation (phrase) – separately. 

 walk out (phrasal verb) – depart, get out, leave 

suddenly; desert, abandon. 

 Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) (noun) – a proposed agreement between 

the member states of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its free trade agreement 

(FTA) partners. The pact aims to cover trade in 

goods and services, intellectual property, etc. 

 rival (noun) – competitor, opponent, contestant, 

contender. 

 seal a deal (phrase) – to finalize the deal; to come 

to an agreement. 

 viable (adjective) – reasonable, practical, logical, 

sensible, effective. 

 cannot afford/can ill afford (phrase) – if you cannot 

afford to do something, you must prevent it from 

happening because it would be embarrassing and 

cause problems (if it happens). 

 mixed signals (noun) – contradicting 

signals/indications. 
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FAITH AND MARRIAGE: ON ANTI-CONVERSION LAWS 
Dubious legislation cannot be allowed to criminalise inter-faith marriages 

 A regressive and patently unconstitutional feature of recent anti-conversion laws enacted by different 

States is the criminalisation of inter-faith marriages by treating them as a means to convert one of the parties from 

one religion to another. While anti-conversion laws, euphemistically called in some States as laws on ‘freedom of 

religion’, have always sought to criminalise conversions obtained through fraud, force or allurement, the recent 

enactments or amendments have created “conversion by marriage” as one of the illegal forms of conversion. In its 

interim order protecting parties to inter-religious marriages from needless harassment, the Gujarat HC has made it 

clear that the “rigours” of the State’s amendments introduced earlier this year will not apply to marriages that do 

not involve any fraud, force or allurement. So, it has stopped the initiation of criminal proceedings against those 

who have married across religious faiths, unless there was any of these illegal elements. A Bench has rejected the 

State government’s attempt to adopt an innocent reading of the provisions of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion 

(Amendment) Act, 2021, by claiming that inter-faith marriages that did not involve fraud or coercion and leading to 

conversion would not attract the penal provisions. The argument is obviously contrary to the wording of the 

amendment, which makes conversion “by marriage” or “by getting a person married” or “by aiding a person to get 

married” an offence. The court said, “A plain reading of Section 3 would indicate that any conversion on account of 

marriage is also prohibited.” 

 It is regrettable that Hindutva votaries continue to believe in medieval-minded laws aimed at curbing 

inter-faith marriages. Despite clear Supreme Court rulings that it is no more constitutional to police private lives 

and beliefs, sections in the polity still believe that inter-religious marriages are aimed at religious conversion, that 

they have an adverse impact on public order and invariably involve coercion or deceit. It was always clear to the 

secular minded and legal experts that constitutional courts will not see such marriages as events that impinge on 

public order, and that making their solemnisation a ground for prosecution under anti-conversion laws was 

unlikely to be upheld. It is clear that the Gujarat law’s provisions “interfere with the intricacies of marriage” and an 

individual’s right to choice, thereby infringing Article 21 of the Constitution. The principle that the right to marry a 

person of one’s choice is integral to Article 21 flows from the verdict in Shafin Jahan vs Asokan. The order stalling 

criminal action against those entering into a valid inter-faith marriage constitutes a significant judicial pushback 

against disconcerting attempts by various States to foment communal divides through dubious legislation. 

 

 faith (noun) – religion, religious belief, belief/ 

ideology. 

 Anti-conversion laws or Freedom of Religion Acts 

(noun) – state-level statutes that have been 

enacted to regulate religious conversions. 

 dubious (noun) – suspicious, questionable, 

doubtful, untrustworthy. 

 legislation (noun) – body of laws, acts, rules, 

regulations, statutes. 

 criminalise (verb) – make something (an activity) 

illegal. 

 inter- (prefix) – between. 

 inter-faith (adjective) – between different religions; 

relating to members of different religions. 

 inter-faith marriage (noun) – sometimes called a 

“mixed marriage”, is a marriage between spouses 

having/professing/affirming faith in different 

religions. (spouse means a husband or wife). 

 regressive (adjective) – retrograde, retrogressive, 

unprogressive/negative. 

 patently (adverb) – obviously, clearly, apparently, 

without doubt. 

 unconstitutional (adjective) – undemocratic, 

autocratic, dictatorial, totalitarian. 

 enact (verb) – make law, pass, approve, ratify. 

 criminalisation (noun) – the process of making 

something as a illegal/illegitimate one. 

 means (noun) – way, method, mode. 

 euphemistically (adverb) – politely/mildly & 

indirectly. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt.  

 allurement (noun) – attraction, persuasion, 

enticement, temptation. 

 enactment (noun) –   validation, approval, 

endorsement, ratification (of a legislation). 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   

 harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent 

annoyance, coercion/intimidation. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate. 

 rigour (noun) – strictness, severity, harshness, 

rigidity, inflexibility;  

 initiation (noun) – the act of initiating; beginning, 

starting, commencement. 
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 proceedings (noun) – legal action. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 

 innocent (adjective) – plain, simple, unsuspicious, 

unsceptical. 

 reading (noun) – interpretation, construal, 

understanding, explanation, analysis. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, stipulation, 

requirement, condition. 

 Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 

2021 (noun) – This latest Act has amended the 

Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act, 2003 to bring in 

new sections that penalise forcible or fraudulent 

religious conversion through marriage. It has 

provisions like maximum punishment of up to 10 

years imprisonment and fine up to Rs 5 lakh, 

burden of proof on the accused and investigation 

by an officer not below the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent of Police. 

 coercion (noun) – it means compelling an individual 

to act against his/her will by the use of 

psychological pressure or physical force causing 

bodily injury; force/pressure, oppression, 

harassment, intimidation. 

 penal (adjective) – (of an activity) punishable by 

law; disciplinary, punitive, corrective. 

 contrary to (phrase) – conflicting with, opposed to. 

 offence (noun) – crime, illegal/unlawful act, 

misdeed, wrongdoing. 

 Section 3 of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion 

(Amendment) Act, 2021 (noun) – In the new 

amendment, Section 3 of the law defines what is 

“forcible conversion”. It says “no person shall 

convert or attempt to convert any person from one 

religion to another by use of force, or by allurement 

or by any fraudulent means or by marriage or by 

getting a person married or by aiding a person to 

get married, nor shall any person abet such 

conversion”. 
 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, due 

to, by virtue of. 

 votary (noun) – a devoted follower of someone or 

something; adherent, supporter, advocate, 

champion, disciple. 

 medieval (adjective) – very old-fashioned, out of 

date, outdated, primitive, obsolete. 

 curb (verb) – control, restrict, suppress, stifle. 

 ruling (noun) – judgement, adjudication, verdict. 

 constitutional (adjective) – legal, lawful, legitimate. 

 police (verb) – enforce, oversee, check, supervise, 

monitor. 

 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 

 adverse (adjective) – dangerous, harmful, 

detrimental, unhealthy; unfavourable, 

disadvantageous, bad. 

 public order (noun) – it is essentially the absence of 

disorder – the quiet and orderly behaviour of 

people in public space. It involves people behaving 

sensibly and rationally, and respecting others. 

 invariably (adverb) – always, every time, each time. 

 deceit (noun) – duplicity, double-dealing, cheating. 

 secular (adjective) – non-religious, worldly, earthly. 

 constitutional court (noun) – The Supreme Court of 

India is the supreme judicial body of India and the 

highest court of India under the constitution. It is 

the most senior constitutional court, and has the 

power of judicial review. The high courts that deal 

primarily with constitutional law are also called as 

the constitutional courts. 

 impinge on (verb) – influence, have an effect on. 

 solemnization (noun) – a formal ceremony, 

especially that of marriage. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, factor. 

 prosecution (noun) – legal action, legal proceeding, 

legal case. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 

 interfere with (verb) – get in the way of, stand in 

the way of, hinder, hamper, impede, obstruct. 

 intricacy (noun) – details, particulars, facts, 

features, points.  

 thereby (adverb) – as a result of that. 

 infringe (verb) – transgress, breach, contravene, 

disobey, break. 

 flow from (phrase) – come from, originate from, 

emanate from. 

 stall (verb) – obstruct, block, interrupt, stop, halt, 

restrict. 

 constitute (verb) – be equivalent to, be the 

equivalent of, be, be tantamount to, be regarded 

as. 

 pushback (noun) – resistance, opposition, force 

back, repulse drive. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, unsettling, 

disturbing, troubling. 

 foment (verb) – incite, provoke, agitate, instigate, 

cause. 

 divide (noun) – division, separation, difference, 

gap.
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